[Determination of hepatitis B virus pre-S 2 antigen by reversed passive hemagglutination and its clinical significance].
Pre-S 2 antigen has been distinct as one of the hepatitis B virus (HBV) markers recently. We detected Pre-S 2 antigen by reversed passive hemagglutination (R-PHA) in 98 samples and investigated the correlation between Pre-S 2 antigen and other HBV markers. Forty-two samples in 98 surface(s) antigen positive samples were positive for Pre-S 2 antigen (42.9%). Nineteen samples in 21 e antigen positive samples and 20 samples in 74 e antibody samples were positive for Pre-S 2 antigen (90.5% and 27.0% respectively). Pre-S 2 antigen titers by half quantitative 2n dilution method ranged from 256 to 2048 or more in e antigen positive samples and from 8 to 64 in e antibody positive samples. They showed two-peak distributions. There were no significant correlation between Pre-S 2 antigen titers and GPT values. In conclusion, determination of Pre-S 2 antigen might be one of the useful indexes of proliferation of HBV.